CLASSIFIED OBITUARY 

SOWDEN, Gary M. - Of Bay City, MI, formerly of Flint, MI. Gary M. Sowden, exuberant, life-loving man, died unexpectedly yesterday. He was born August 10, 1945 in Cass City, Michigan and spent his childhood in Flint, Michigan. He currently lived in Bay City, Michigan. He is survived by his wife of 34 years, Vicky (Ash); his son, Gary Jr. (Vicky, JR) of Downers Grove, Illinois; his daughter, Michelle Sowden (Ethan Repsher) of Phoenix, Arizona; his mother, Greta Fern Sowden of Flint; his sister, Sharon Richardson (Bill) of Grand Blanc; his brother, John Sowden (Judy) of Beaver Lake; sister-in-law, Nancy (Brian) Widmark of Davison; brother-in-law, David (Anita) Ash of Grand Ledge; several nieces and nephews, and countless friends throughout the world. His father, Gordon Sowden, predeceases him. Gary graduated from Flint Central High School and worked for a few years at Buick after graduating from Central Michigan University. He taught Industrial Arts at Bentley High School in Burton for 15 years. He coached track and J.V. Football and directed a senior play. He took great joy in interacting with colleagues, students and parents. He was Oregon Township Supervisor in Lapeer County in the late 1970's. In 1987, he joined the staff at Lyle Industries in Beaverton as Plant Manager where he reveled in the challenges of the manufacturing process. He moved into the position of Director of Marketing and developed strong business and personal friendships around the world. He was a member of the Society of Plastic Engineers and spoke professionally at their conferences. He was a member of the Saginaw Bay Yacht Racing Association and in the past served on their board. In addition, he was a member of the Bay City Yacht Club JIB and main racing fleet. His avocations were smiling and sailing as well as driving his red Corvette. He thrilled to the race and easily instilled his enthusiasm to everyone surrounding him. He loved his life; he loved his job; he loved his wife; he loved his children; he loved his mother and he loved his family and friends. He loved. Gary's family will greet friends on Friday evening from 6-8PM at the funeral home. A memorial service is planned for Saturday, July 8, 2000 at 2PM at Penzien and Steele Funeral Home, 608 N. Madison Ave., Bay City, Michigan. In lieu of flowers the family sincerely requests donations for the Children's Sailing Program with the Saginaw Bay Community Sailing Association, 4915 Mackinaw, Saginaw, MI 48603. In Gary's memory, think a minute on the goodness of life, love and family; and smile. 

